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      Anti-Semitism is still active in our society. The deaths of 11 worshipers at Tree of 
Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, made us all aware, yet again, that pathological hate and 
anger can destroy. The fruits of the Holy Spirit, given to us in baptism, bring the opposite 
emotions. Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness and gentleness and self-control, are the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit. These fruits drive us to action on behalf of those whose lives are 
threatened, and whose dignity is being undermined.  
      At Saint Kilian, and in each of the parishes where I have served, I have met a great 
number of faith filled pro-life Catholics committed to the protection, promotion and 
preservation of human life from its earliest beginnings in the womb, until the time of 
natural death. 
      Some have dedicated themselves as advocates for affordable housing on Long Island. 
Others have been staunch opponents of abortion, and promoters of alternatives to 
abortion. Still other Catholics have been passionately involved in efforts to alleviate 
poverty both in our own country and around the world. 
      We cannot do everything, but we can do something. Whether we lobby for welfare 
reform, changing immigration policy, promoting interfaith dialogue, supporting women's 
equality, or advocating for more restrictive gun-control legislation, we can make our 
voices heard in the public arena. Nina Peterson, our Director of Parish Social Ministry, is 
in the process of forming a Social Justice Committee. You may wish to offer her your 
services, and get active in promoting Catholic Social Teaching. 
      The radical evil of racism still divides our American society, and rips apart the human 
family. The poor in our land cry out for justice. Poverty affects one out of seven 
Americans. 45 million people, mostly dependent children, feel the pains of hunger daily 
and are deprived of proper nutrition. These millions are beneath the poverty level 
established by federal guidelines of $22,000 for a family of four. Your donations of food, 
clothing, and funds to Parish Outreach, is your faith-based response to this evil. Dealing 
with poverty effectively is a moral imperative. It threatens the dignity of human beings 
and violates their God-given rights. 
      In preparation for the General Election on Tuesday, November 6, our bishops have 
again published a guide to form the Catholic conscience, and the consciences of all 
people of goodwill, “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: a Call to Political 
Responsibility.” Please access this guide on their website (usccb.org) and study it. 
      The bishops’ state: "Our moral framework does not easily fit the categories of right 
or left, Republican or Democrat. We are called to measure every party and movement by 
how its agenda touches human life and human dignity." A candidate may be against 
abortion, but at the same time violate other social teachings that trample on the rights of 
the poor. We must weigh the policies of those seeking office, as well as their moral 
character, in order to vote with wisdom. We need to pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance. 
      As Catholics, we are pro-life. This encompasses all life issues that threaten the rights 
and dignity of human beings. This means that we cannot be apathetic or indifferent to the 
needs of our neighbor, regardless of their color, gender or place of origin. 
      Again the bishops’ state: "We encourage people to use their voices and votes to 
enrich the democratic life of our nation and to act on their values in the political arena. 
We hope American Catholics, as both believers and citizens, will use the resources of our 



faith and the opportunities of this democracy to help shape a society more respectful of 
the life, dignity and rights of the human person, especially the poor and vulnerable." 
Please mark your calendar to vote on November 6. 
 
Peace, Father Bruce 


